Tasmania
Force of ageing: Tasmania’s population aged 65+ years will increase across the projection period (to 2021) at an average rate of around 0.44 percentage points per year. Currently 14.3 per cent of the Tasmanian population is aged 65+ years (by comparison with Total Australia which has 13.0 per cent).
Figure 1 shows the current (2004) and projected (2021) age-sex structures for Tasmania. These structures provide a clear illustration of both conventional structural and numerical ageing, and of ‘premature ageing’, which is typically caused by the migration-related loss of young working age people and/or gain at older ages. 
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Between 2004 and 2021 the population of Tasmania is projected to increase in size, from its current 473,000
 to around 479,000 (1.4 per cent). As Figure 2 indicates, its youth and working age populations are projected to decline, while as elsewhere its elderly population will grow substantially.

[image: image2.emf]FIG 2: TASMANIA : Projected Change by Age (Number)
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Numerical Ageing: Tasmania’s 65+ population is projected to grow from its current 67,500 to around 104,200 by 2021 (54 per cent). At 85+ years the increase will be from 7,617 to approximately 11,953 (57 per cent).
Structural Ageing: Approximately 14.3 per cent of the Tasmania population is currently aged 65+ years, and this is projected to grow to 21.7 per cent by 2021 (see Table 1). This indicates an average increase of 0.44 percentage points per year. Tasmania’s 85+ population is also projected to increase in proportion from 1.6 to 2.5 per cent.

Currently Tasmania has an ‘elderly to child ratio’ of 0.7, meaning that it has around seven elderly (65+ years) for every ten children (aged 0-14 years). This ratio will increase markedly over the projection period, to 1.4, or 14 elderly for every ten children by 2021. The crossover (to more elderly than children) will occur around 2012 (see Figure 3). 

Labour Market implications: Currently Tasmania has a labour market ‘entry/exit ratio’ of 1.2, meaning that it has around 12 people at labour market entry age (15-24 years) to every ten approaching retirement age (55-64 years). This ratio will become negative (fewer entrants than exits) around 2010 and will decline to around 0.8 (eight entrants per ten exits) by 2021. Figure 3 illustrates the trend for Tasmania by plotting the underlying numbers of 15-24 and 55-64 year olds separately; the projected cross over to greater numbers of people at labour market exit rather than entry age is clear.

Tasmania’s total working age population (15-64 years) is projected to decline from its current 66 per cent of the population, to around 63 per cent by 2021, and to decline in size by approximately 11,000 (-3.7 per cent).
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[image: image4.wmf]Table 1a: TASMANIA: Summary Statistics 2004-2022 (Raw data)
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2004

93,374

63,963

91,284

103,262

53,085

35,804

24,087

7,617

472,476

311,594

67,508

2005

91,946

64,036

90,881

103,171

54,841

36,322

24,403

7,957

473,557

312,929

68,682

2006

90,436

63,871

90,968

102,651

56,674

36,850

24,750

8,343

474,543

314,164

69,943

2007

89,043

63,397

91,269

102,153

58,241

37,677

24,911

8,744

475,435

315,060

71,332

2008

87,584

62,906

91,391

101,477

60,097

38,535

25,115

9,084

476,189

315,871

72,734

2009

86,073

62,470

91,246

100,980

61,564

39,783

25,297

9,432

476,845

316,260

74,512

2010

84,547

62,092

91,027

100,668

62,786

41,181

25,437

9,699

477,437

316,573

76,317

2011

83,173

61,639

90,381

100,471

64,139

42,642

25,502

10,023

477,970

316,630

78,167

2012

82,142

60,930

89,935

100,060

64,169

45,081

25,855

10,272

478,444

315,094

81,208

2013

81,352

60,069

89,609

99,205

64,728

47,067

26,304

10,518

478,852

313,611

83,889

2014

80,168

59,573

89,445

98,222

65,486

48,761

26,764

10,772

479,191

312,726

86,297

2015

79,320

58,643

89,391

97,088

66,218

50,483

27,325

10,992

479,460

311,340

88,800

2016

78,441

57,739

89,314

95,757

67,001

52,241

27,905

11,256

479,654

309,811

91,402

2017

77,638

56,889

89,244

94,488

67,685

53,736

28,672

11,419

479,771

308,306

93,827

2018

76,900

55,986

89,116

93,389

67,882

55,491

29,453

11,578

479,795

306,373

96,522

2019

76,220

55,008

88,899

92,497

67,904

56,899

30,556

11,739

479,722

304,308

99,194

2020

75,579

53,988

88,670

92,006

67,666

58,050

31,751

11,840

479,550

302,330

101,641

2021

74,995

53,023

88,159

91,886

66,999

59,294

32,963

11,953

479,272

300,067

104,210

Change (%)

-19.7

-17.1

-3.4

-11.0

26.2

65.6

36.8

56.9

1.4

-3.7

54.4
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65+ / 0-14 15-24 / 55-64 Reproductive Age

0-14 % 15-64 % 65+ %  85+ % elderly/child entrant/exit 25-39 %

2004 19.8 65.9 14.3 1.6 0.7 1.2 19.3

2005 19.4 66.1 14.5 1.7 0.7 1.2 19.2

2006 19.1 66.2 14.7 1.8 0.8 1.1 19.2

2007 18.7 66.3 15.0 1.8 0.8 1.1 19.2

2008 18.4 66.3 15.3 1.9 0.8 1.0 19.2

2009 18.1 66.3 15.6 2.0 0.9 1.0 19.1

2010 17.7 66.3 16.0 2.0 0.9 1.0 19.1

2011 17.4 66.2 16.4 2.1 0.9 1.0 18.9

2012 17.2 65.9 17.0 2.1 1.0 0.9 18.8

2013 17.0 65.5 17.5 2.2 1.0 0.9 18.7

2014 16.7 65.3 18.0 2.2 1.1 0.9 18.7

2015 16.5 64.9 18.5 2.3 1.1 0.9 18.6

2016 16.4 64.6 19.1 2.3 1.2 0.9 18.6

2017 16.2 64.3 19.6 2.4 1.2 0.8 18.6

2018 16.0 63.9 20.1 2.4 1.3 0.8 18.6

2019 15.9 63.4 20.7 2.4 1.3 0.8 18.5

2020 15.8 63.0 21.2 2.5 1.3 0.8 18.5

2021 15.6 62.6 21.7 2.5 1.4 0.8 18.4

Change (%) -20.8 -5.1 52.2 54.7 … … -4.8

Force* 0.44


� These data are drawn from a set of projections that slightly under-estimate the current (2004) population, but include the most appropriate migration assumptions for the future.  The current population is actually around 480,000. 
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